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This is the three hundred and forty-third year since Roger Williams was
driven from Massachusetts and his subsequent arrival on the banks of the
Seekonk River.

The sacrifices which Roger and his small band of Free Thinkers endured,
must be an inspiration to all his descendents in this period of our history when
governments seem bent on the control of every area of our existence.

The ideals of religious freedom, which Roger put into practice here in the
Colony of Rhode Island — then considered radical and far ahead of the times —
became the seed from which the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of
Rights came into existence almost one hundred and fifty years later. Indeed,
the foundations of basic religious and civil independence, first espoused by
Roger Williams so many years ago, have survived the tests of time and emerged
as the great strengths of this Nation today.

Sincerely,

Clinton Nickerson Williams

President









