ROGER WILLIAMS FAMILY ASSOCIATION

Incorporated 1906
October 1976 No. 63
Dear Members:

Greetings as we approach the end of the Bicentennial
Year of our country with the hope that the ideals of religious
liberty as promulgated by Roger Williams when he founded
the Colony in 1636, will continue to be observed for many
more centennials.

Our sketch this year of the statue of Roger Williams
located in Roger Williams Park near the cottage of Betsy
Williams who was a sixth generation descendant, born on
the site of Joseph William’s farm of 102 acres which she :
later gave to the City of Providence for use as a public park.

On Sunday, May 16, 1976, after attendance at worship #
service for Forefather's Dav at the First Baptist Church, the
Famlly Members and guests drove to East Greenwich to see
the “Elizabeth Spring”™ still in existence and originally a i
source of refreshment for Roger Williams on his journeys from Prowdeme to
the trading post near Wickford known as “Smith’s Castle” at Cocumscussoc.

On July 29, 1976, Mrs. Clifford W. Brown, President, and I were present
at the Mary Elizabeth Sharpe Japanese Garden in Roger Williams Park,
Providence, R. I, on the occasion of the presentation of a grant from the U. S.
Department of Recreation for the improvement and further beautification of
the park.

On September 11, 1976, we gave a luncheon to our Honorary Members
from the First Baptist Church in America. Arrangements were carried out in
the meeting house itself instead of at the Roger Williams Park Casino, because
the space we formerly used has been taken over for offices by the City of
Providence.

Immediately following the luncheon we presented a gift of eight hand-made
replicas of the long-handled, velvet-lined collection boxes still in existence and
used every Sunday at the meeting house since it was built in 1775.

We all owe a great deal to our most recent previous President, Mrs.
Clifford W. Brown, for her hospitality and for keeping the Association very
active. Also we wish to pay tribute to our previous Registrar, Mrs. Charles W.
Anthony, for her long-time valuable service and record-keeping. We hope we
may draw on the good advice of both Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Anthony for many
more years.

Sincerely,
Clinton Nickerson Williams, President



ROGER WILLIAMS FAMILY ASSOCIATION

Tronranume

OCTOBER 1976 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1977

NOVEMBER 6, 1976 - Saturday 2:00 P.M.
Esek Hopkins House, Admiral Street, North Providence, R. I
Mrs. Virginia Doris will speak on “ROGER WILLIAMS”
Hostesses: The Executive Board.

NOVEMBER 21, 1976 - Sunday 11:00 A.M.

INVITATION TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL THANKSGIVING AND BICENTENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION ON NOVEMBER 21, 1976 at 11:00 AM. at Central Baptist Church corner of Lloyd
Avenue ond Wayland Avenue, Providence, R. L

We are calling attention to the slate rock in the Narthex of the Church which is a piece of
the famous rock that Roger Williams first stepped on when he came to Providence, Be
sure to read the inscription which surrounds the rock and then walk over it. Also look ‘for
the Roger Williams stained glass window on the West side of the Sanctuary. There will be
a social hour cffer the service.

DECEMBER 5, 1976 - Sunday 2:00t0 4:00 P.M.

MUSICAL and Christmas Tree Party.

Washington Park Methodist Church corner of Massachusetts Avenue and Broad Street,
Providence, R. L.

Exchange of gifis - Ladies wrap their gifts in RED and the Gentlemen wrap their gifts in
GREEN. Gifts not to exceed $1.50. Children are specially invited to this gala event.
Hostesses: From the Northern section of the State (Providence County) Mrs. Robert E.
Steere and Mrs. Irving Haven and Mrs. Benjamin F. Steere, Jr., Chairmen,

MARCH 12, 1977 - Saturday 2:00-4:00 P.M.

Roger Willioms Park Mussum.

iored Slides of Hawaii given by Elizabeth Claypool.
Hostesses: Members living in Kent County - Mrs. Florence Schmidt and Miss Dorothy
Roffee Uo-Chairmen.

APRIL 9, 1977 - Saturday 2:00 - 4:00 P.M.

Roger Willioms Park Museum - Lecture by Mrs. Iscbell Rousseau entitled “Wild Flowers
as used by early Americans and Indicns as foods, Preservatives and Medicine”,
Hostesses: Those living in Kent County - Mrs. Robert Allen Greene to be Chairman in
charge.

MAY 15, 1977 - Sunday 11:00 A.M.

Worship Service af the First Baptist Church in America, North Main Street at Waterman
Street, Providence, R. 1. Members of the Steere Family, the Mowry Family, the Thomas
Angell Fomily, The Stuckely Westcott Descendents, The Mathewson Family Association
have been invited to attend this Forefather's Service with us. Following the worship
service (which is conducted as necrly as possible as it was in 1638 - and with our
President, Mr. Willioms participating) we will go in motorcade to the summer residence
of our member Webb W. Wilder, Hamilton, R. I. for lunch. Reservations must be made by
May 10th to Mr, Robert A. Greene, 1586 South County Trail, East Greenwich, R. I. (Tel.
401-884-5929) or the President, Mr. Clinton Williams, 51 South Angell St., Providence, R. I.
023086.

AUGUST 8, 1977 - Roger Williams Day
Services will be held at the Roger Williams National Memorial Park, North Main Street,
Providence, R. I. near the Roger Williams Spring.












