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Dear Members:
Greetings and best
wishes for a most
happy and healthful
,Bicentennial  year.
{May it be long re-
smembered and may
J.we rededicate our-
~selves  to  those
"“Principles of Free-
dom, Equality, Jus-
tice and Humanity
for which American

Roger Williams Spring Patriots  sacrificed
East Providence, R. I. their lives and
Fortunes.”

The Roger Williams Family Association will rededicate the tablet (made
of Vermont Granite) 60 x 54 x 6 at the Roger Williams Spring in East
Providence, R. I. as our Bicentennial project. This replaces a bronze tablet
removed by vandals. This spring is the site of the first settlement in 1636 by
Roger Williams in the State of R. I. Banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony
because of his religious beliefs he fled into the wilderness and found refuge
with his friend Massasoit from whom he received a grant of land upon which
he began to build his home near this spring. Warned that he was still within the
limits of Plymouth Colony he removed across the river and founded the settle-
ment which he called Providence. This Granite Tablet is a gift of the Roger
Williams Family Association. I hope as many as possible will attend this re-
dedication and re-read the marker across the highway on the Roger Williams
Red Oak Tree which is still thriving. This grand old tree was planted by the
Family Association in 1902. Maybe we can plant another seedling during 1976.

Sincerely,
Helen Steere Brown, President
(Mrs. Clifford W.)

180 Brown Street

Providence, Rhode Island



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK
CBS EVENING NEWS WITH WALTER CRONKITE (Excerpt)
7/9/75 (Roger Mudd substituting)

MUDD: Charles Kuralt is On The Road To '76, visiting all fifty states in this bicentennial
year to weave, in his own style, the story of America. From Rhode Island, he reports on the
central figure in the state’s history, who gave to the nation a central idea.

CHARLES KURALT: Nobody ever comes here any more. And you can see why. (Squeak
of gate being opened) It's hard to find, lost in the seedy side-strects of a big city. But if
you want to see where the raucous give and take of American democracy really was born,
you have to come here. In the wilderness of 1636, there was a spring on this spot, and a
troublemaker -named Roger Williams, kicked -out of Puritan Massachusetts and fleeing for
his life, stopped running here. He wanted to live in a place where you didn't have to believe
what the government told you to believe. And when he considered what had brought him
to this place, he knew he had a name for it - Providence.

Then, as now, Rhode Island was just a little place, twenty-five miles across, but the colony
put it right into its first code of laws that within these twenty-five miles, all men may walk
as their consciences persuade them. That was Roger Williams' idea, a-hundred-and-fifty years
before the U. S. Constitution got around to saying the same thing.

Well, it was freely predicted the idea would lead to chaos. And it did. These old streets were
soon filled with every kind of screwball, all atguin% with one another.

With the steeple of the church Roger Williams founded behind him, Professor William
McLaughlin of Brown University gave it to us straight.

I should have thought that the other colonies would be proud of Rhode Island for its
religious diversity and —

PROF. WILLIAM McLAUGHLIN (Brown University) : —Oh, no, no, that's happencd
since the revolution. At the time, Rhode Island was a scandal and a disgrace. The ideal in
the colonial period was to have a well ordered, well regulated community with uniformity
of belief and conformity of practice. And this place was known as rogue's island. It attracted
people who. couldn’t get along in decent society. All the bad rubbish drained down into
Rhode Island, and since we were at the bottom of New England, that seemed to make sense.
Well, it was called the licentious republic. And in the period called the critical period, the
Rhode Islanders were looked upon, even by the other states in the new nation, as a rather
outrageous example of what happens when popular democracy goes too far.

KURALT: “Don’t tread on me.” It was a South Carolina flag but it was a Rhode Island
sentiment. We found the flag flying outside the old Touro Synagogue. (Synagogue congre-
gation singing in Hebrew, continuing under Kauralt’s voice)

KURALT: The Jews started a congregation in Newport in 1658, and it's still here,
worshipping in the oldest synagogue in America.

See, Rhode Island was a mess, but it was a democratic mess, long before the idea of
democracy occurred to anybody else around here. It sounded good to the Jews.
(Synagogue congregation singing concludes, followed by church bell ringing continuing
under Kuralt's voice)

KURALT: It sounded good to the Baptists, too. Today, every town has a First Baptist
Church. This is the first Baptist church, with a congreiation that goes straight back to 1638.
(Church congregation singing “Faith Of Our Fathers,” lyrics mostly indistinct, with
orchestra accompaniment, continuing under Kuralt’s voice)

KURALT: Preedom of conscience is so old in America that we've forgotten where it
began. Every one of us who listens to the cantor on Friday night or sings “Faith Of Our
Fathers™ on Sunday morning or kneels with ‘a rosary before a statue of the virgin Mary or
who never goes to church at all ought to remember that religious liberty, the separation of
church and state, the whole idea of the sovereignty of the people, started here.
The early Rhode Islander was disrespectful and disreputable, alwaysfighting about something.
Today they've put him on a pedestal. The figure atop the capitol dome is called the
independent man. He can see tie whole state from up there, the first to be disrespectful
and disreputable and free.

—Charles Kuralt, CBS News, On The Road To '76, in Rhode Island
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