o ,'August 1952

ROGER WILLIAMS FAMILY ASSOCIATION
: INCORPORATED 1906 '

. This bulletm wxll reach you a few days before our 60th :
vaNNUAL 'MEETING to be held in the auditorium of Roger
Williams Park Museum at two o’clock on Thursday afternoom,
 September 4th. If it is a pleasant day it would be nice to bring -
- lunches and' enjoy them under the ‘trees:” We look forward to a
,,la.rge attendance v : e

) our’ entertamment durmg the past six months

Mrs ‘Harold C. Macdonald and Miss Clara. Pearl Dyet
describing the history of the spacious old houses in which
~ they live. Also to Mrs. Preston Buffington for the excellent
account she wrote describing the century and a half old

We are gtateful to the followmg mexnbers for outstandmg‘

house in which she makes her home — out on the Damelson i

Pike. i
Miss Alice Roe for the pxcturesque shdes of her mps along' o
the eastern seaboard. - ;

We all enjoyed the book “Dﬂhgence in Love” remewed by ,
Miss Marion Bonner and regret to record Miss Bonner s

death in May, 1952. "Although Miss Bonner was not a-
member of our Assomatlon she was vety fnend]y W1th many :

~ of our members.

Mts. Wmthrop H. Saunders and her commlttee for the
~ splendid. work in making a success of the ‘Treasures and
- Trinkets"” exh1b1t a digest of which follows . :

““In"April we had a ““Treasures and Trmkets" meetmg and

members had been invited to’ brmg articles for dlsplay that mtght



come in such a classification. Such a variety of interesting, historical,
quaint, curious-and valuable articles as were brought together! There
was everything from baby dresses to coffin plates and valentines to
powder horns.  Some of the “in betweens” were wedding slippers,
shawls, very old newspapers, ‘books of many types and subjects, ,
various denominations of old currency, beautiful colonial jewelry — -
watches, chains, rings, pins — all hand made, a hundred year old
hand pieced qullt lottery tlckets children’s copy books, old le ers,

~ fashion books of 75 years ago, samplers, silver spoons, autograp! h

albums, horse hair bracelets, old almanacs, both regular size and
miniatures, rewards of merit given to children for good wotk in
school, leather wallets, tempcrance pledoe. whale oil lamps, lovely
old hand loomed linens, hand knotted fringes, dolls, family records,
plctures, Jews harp, lace handkerchiefs and collars, old deeds and
- commissions, - arid many, many other mterestmg items. Several of
the members dressed in old time costumes. The dining room arrange-
ments for. the social hour carried out the colonial atmosphere, with
‘the old fringed linen table cloth, pewter and glass candlesticks, and
blossoming geraniums in pewter bowls in the windows. Tea was
served from lovely old pewter and crockery tea pots while molasses
and sugar cookies were passed on pewter and old pressed glass plates.
Al together it was a most mterestmg and successful meetmg, e

The Famlly Guest Day held in June was a great success. - There
were approximately 250 people present and representatives of twelve
early R. I. families gathered at the Roger Williams Park Museum
to get acquainted : with each other, During the social hour it was
suggested by many of those present that steps might be taken toward

the formation of a *“Council of Fanuhes“ for the possibility of :

i »Brmgmg these family groups closet together.
2. Exchanging penodlcals pubhshed by each group.
3. Filing each year the names of Association Oﬂ'lcers

" with the Rhode Island Hlstoncal Society.’

4. Exchanging ideas of possnble entertainment.

5. Promoting projects of interest to all. .

6. Exchanglng genealoglcal records.

Suggestmns toward this end would be welcomed by the President.
The pioneer ancestors of all these family groups were closely associated
in the early history of our state; so likewise, such an association of
present day families might receive pleasure and beneﬁt from the‘
formation of such a council. ,

The August meeting was a picnic and outing at }nstoncal Sxmth’ »
Block House or Cocumscussoc in. Wickford. There were tables under‘ v



~ the very old trumpet vine where a lovely yiew of the water cc
. .be enjoyed while we ate our lunches and chatted with members
_ friends. After lunch the meeting was held in the historic old hoi
= perhaps ‘the very room where Roger Williams wrote some [ =
papers' and Rev. James MacSparren often preached """ and Indians, =~
statesmen, patriots, generals and privates often met. ‘Mrs. Edwin -
Huling read quite an extensive account of the old place and ans

for 1ts further restoratmn o ‘

- through dail Wspapers . in this area for. news jtems relating
- descendants of Roger Williams. These are cut-out and put into oy
~ scrap book which is becommg an increasingly important item. of
* historical properties. If members who live outside this area e
- send us any ‘such items as may be printed in their locality it will =
greatly add to our coverage. The enclosed hectograph copy of

* “Condensed History of the Roger ‘Williams Pamily Association”
was prepared by Miss Pame and read by her at the Famﬂy Guest Day'
in June.

NEW MEMBERS

%

. _‘,sts Lypia ANNIB S'rnmua

~ Mr. CHESTER ‘BBNN‘BTT Cor.wzm. e
M&s. ‘MaBEL BLLIS BERRY (Mgs. MASON W)

" Miss EL1ZABETH ANN GOLWELL
i Miss:Nancy’ Buizassti COLWELL
Miss Grapys CougHLN
: " Rev. ARBA IOHN MARSH :
Miss: Jessie. H. HUNT " g
MRs. PErsis DEWEY annn (Mns CarL H.)
Mgs. Brizasets C. DUBEE (MRS I RAYMOND)
Mrs. CLARA HENRY Dawvis: (Mgs. HAROLD) !
Mr. LoreN Dewey LEGER.
Mrs. LEORA SMITH. BOGART (Mns KENDALL W)
Mr. HUBBRT A. LaTHAM L
Mgs. DoROTHY MOULTON LATHAM (Mgs. Hupen'r Ay

..-'Mrs, Maupe BEvBLYN. BaBCOCK (MRS HARRY L)
- Miss MYRTLE JOSLIN
. MRs. INA WILLIAMS McINTOSH (MRS Wo G
Mrs. ApAH BROWNELL THORESEN (MRS. THoMas)
MR. ALDEN CLINTON: SAUNDERS @
Mr.-ByRoN WINTHROP ‘SAUNDERS
MISS CanDACE BLonA WILLIAMS
©' MR, RicHARD 'WALTER WILLIAMS :
sts MARLENE. LEIGH Scnwsnm.ynn o
‘MR. meH BARTON SCHLUSBMBYBR‘



Miss HELEN HONORA FARRELL o
Miss VICTORIA SUSAN FARRELL . .
Miss SaNpRa - LousE’ PARRELL
Dr. Evmuwr CUSHING . HURDIS G
’ ARD WARREN HurDIS = -
MRs. Sara Hurpis MACLAINE (Mns ALLBN H)
_MR. Lioyp M. WiNsor -~ -
Miss AMEY Louise Smnnz
MR. LESTER BARTON WELLS :
‘ Mns SUSAN ALLBN WELLS Gm\nmxs (Mns BE

; Great credrt is grven to the untmng eEorts of our: very'eﬂi ent ‘ '
Reglstrar, ‘Mrs. Charles B. Hurdxs “for tlus splendrd recor , oy
new members durmg the year LT

N MEMORIUM

'iFQr those bereaved dear Lt}?:d I pray, .

“ fﬁ“hy rod. and staff
Thy presence wi alone suﬂice

* To wipe the tears from SOrrow’s eyes
: Be w1th them Lord TIpray.

s “‘Allan Jﬁnlor

Mrs Fr:mk C (Bermce R.) Munn
. Born November 12, 1865 ’
D1ed February 15 1951

Mis. Edmund (Cecﬂ G) Bardsley :
Born 1862 il T
Dled July 7 195' 1 '

Mrs Wﬂlard (Grace Wmsor) Slsson
Dxed February 3 1952




Mrs Lorena. Tyler Gallup

Born 1873 »
Dled February 15, 1952 i

Y Mrs Ivory W (Carne L) K1mball-
- Died Febtuary 16, 195‘2 =

 Mrs. ]ohn (Laura Rhodes) Powers
 Born 1881 Sl
‘Died ]uly 2 195'2

- Mrs. Joseph B.: (Luhe A) Johnston
Born August 1863
Dred July 13 1952 '

Mrs. Frank P (Dr Loulsa Pame) ngley :

i Born June 14, 1869
oD Died July 15,1952 :

Miss Anna Hxll
Dled July 16, 1952

Mrs Krmball joined the Famﬂy Assocratron in" 1902 and was’ .

the deslgner of the Assomatlon Seal, She aIso held the office of
Trea.surer -

4 Mrs Powers was hostess durmg Mr. Arthur Potl:ers Pres1dency
_ and was extremely efficient. Her table arrangements were a ]oy to
behold She also served as. Recordmg Secretary" for 2 years.

Dr. Lomsa Paine ngley was a noted physician and attended
our meetings when possible. She was one of the women pioneers in
the medical field and stood very hlgh in her professron She also was
an artist of note. _

- Mrs. Charles W. Anthony, our very eﬁicrent Correspondmg 2

Secretary is spending a great deal of time experimenting w1th a new mite




| hectograph and asa result we hope in’ the future you will be recelvmg

o tmely communications of interest to us all.

o v,.:{;RVep_ort of the Nominating ,sz-qmmvlttee.

For S B
Preﬁdm.t‘ eevees R e e Mrs, Clifford W. Brown’
- Vice President it Mrs. Wm. Alfred Leigh
- Recording Secretary ... o .Mrs. Winthrop H. Saunders

Corresponding Sec'retm'y
Treasurer

Respectfully Subrmtted

/81 HARRIET W WEEDEN
: M. ‘Arice HarT :
HILDA W SCHUSTER

ROGER WILLIAMS MONUMENT
* 7 On PROSPECT TBRRACE

s ROger Williams died in the. sprmg of 1683 and hls remains
mterred in a spot which he had hlmself selected, on his own land,

‘a short. distance from the * spnng -where 47 years before he had
fanded with his five companions, and founded Prowdence Not
even a rough stone was set Up to designate the spot.

On ]uly 15 17’71 88 years after his death, the Freemen of

Providence, in Town Meetmg, appointed a committee .to draft an

inscription for a monument, which it ‘was then voted to:erect “over,
the grave of the Founder of this town and colony.” The populahcr‘_;*
at that date scarcely exceeded 4,000 souls and nothmg was probably

“contemplated save a simple’ memonal to mark the western slope of
Prospect Hill. The swift march of events, the burnmg of the Gaspee,

. the quarrel with the mother country and the great Revolutionary

»st:ruggle, hindered the project, and no ‘monument was erected

: The mattet seemed forgotten for nearly a century Then about

185 0 it was taken up under the auspices of the “Providence Associa-
tion of Mechanics and Manufacturers™ and a course of ten lecturesi_
was given to the public, gratuitously by ten men, the proceeds going
toward the monument of Roger ‘Williams: ‘This together with
solicited . subscriptions was deposited in the Providence Institution
for Savings. The first deposn: of $100 was made m 185‘0 Thxs "

~ account reached $707.53 in May 1886.

s Mts. Charles W, Anthony'
! . e MTS Harold C. ‘Macdonald |
Historian w........... , : eisinsssismssnsennss Miss Emily H. Paine
Registrar ....... ~ enmssei Mr Harold P: lehams :




On April 26, 1860 Stephen Randall, Esq. called a meeting to
which nearly 200 persons came. A month previous, in the presence
of several witnesses and with the assistance of two experienced super- -

 intendants of public burial grounds, he had caused to be exhumed -
from the neglected resting place, Williams' “‘dust and ashes™ and - -

placed in an urn in his own tomb in the North Burial Ground.

Randall brought the matter before the assemblage, a committee of

- fifteen appointed, and an act of incorporation under the name of =~
“Roger Williams Monument Association™ was signed by 80 of the =

most prominent and influential citizens of the City and State. -

~ This committee selected a site on Prospect Hill as Roger Williams'
~final burial place, a height of 200 feet above tide water. As evidence
~ of the conspicuousness of the summit, the committee referred to the
" historical fact that during the Revolution a beacon fire was kindled

thereon at the top of a mast which was seen by the inhabitants of .

Cambridge, Mass. and of New London, Conn. ~This circumstance

~ rendered the supposition reasonable, that the top of the monumental -

shaft, nearly two hundred feet high, might be visible from the top
of Bunker Hill monument, which is 220 feet high. In that case,
the worthy descendants of the Puritans might there behold the Roger

Williams monument, raised on high as an emblem of the triumph

- of religious freedom. The committee recommended a shaft of granite,
_in the form of a Grecian column, with a space within the base for
statuary, sculptures and historical inscriptions, estimated to cost from
$60,000 to $70,000. However, no plans submitted were approved
and no progress made in subsequent annual meetings which were

 recorded only until 1865, when Mr. Stephen Randall, despairing of

any action on the part of the Association, deposited in the Peoples -
‘Savings Bank January 5, 1865 $1,000 for the purpose of the mon-
‘ument. This, together with various other gifts and accumulated

o interest, amounted in January 1886 to $1,635.27. Mr. Randall died

© in 1874. The total of amounts in three Providence banks in January
1886 amounted to $6,695.91. The matter lay dormant for fifty
years. : : !

- In 1936, the 300th anniversary of the settlement of Providence, -
a new Roger Williams Monument ‘Association was formed, including
high officials of the state and patriotic societies for the purpose of
erecting the monument. In 1938 the Superior Court issued an order
 turning over savings accounts to the Association. These amounted -

to approximately $45,000. The State of Rhode Island and Providence = -

~ Plantations gave $21,000 and a contribution of $19,000 from the
Tercentenary Committee, and plans were ready to be put into -
operation. : '



he result of the work of thxs Commlttee develo . ed";' : t:he con‘, ;. f ,

ument. Standmg on Prospect Terrace high above the City ‘
Providence, overlooking same, the monument was dedicated: June 29,
1939 to the man who advoca.ted and practlced the doctrines of
right of religious liberty in its widest meaning and stands in ‘its
_majesty, solidity and permanence ':ex;lasung tribute to the Founde:
of Rhode Island, keeping eternal vigilence over the City. and State
he founded in 1636, more than three centuries. ago. :

' Submltted by Mrs Charles W Anthony

Who knows the story of the Roger lehams statue near. the o
Betsy Williams Cottage in the Park? Research on that i gomg on e
and an arncle is being prepared for future pnntmg

o wmh to express my appreaauon'and extend éincere thanks" ey
8 cers and committee members for all theu' efforts and work in'
makmg my : ear such a happy one. ~

MRS Cr_nvrom) W. BROWN
~ Premdent




